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Cranes, telescopic, lifting 
capacity under 120 tonnes
•	 BKV
•	 Friderici Spécial
•	 Mammoet Belgium
•	 SENN AG

Cranes Lattice Boom
•	 Aertssen Lifting
•	 Autovictor
•	 Fratelli Paradiso
•	 Mammoet Netherlands 

Cranes, telescopic, lifting 
capacity over 120 tonnes
•	 Aertssen Lifting
•	 Autovictor
•	 BMS
•	 Mammoet Netherlands

Transport trailer and load 
under 120 tonnes gross weight
•	 Collett & Sons
•	 Friderici Spécial
•	 OL-TRANS
•	 Yilnak

Transport trailer and load 
over 120 tonnes gross weight
•	 Collett & Sons
•	 DB-PRO
•	 MTD SKuratowicz
•	 Wagenborg Nedlift   
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ESTA Awards 
shortlist at a glance

Picking  a winner

2026 ESTA AWARDS JURY

The ESTA Awards are overseen by 12 indepen-
dent jurors who judge several categories in line 
with their expertise. Furthermore, there are two 
chairmen – one crane – and one transport-related. 
The whole operation is overseen by the Jurors 
Coordinator. Entries are submitted to ESTA’s  
office manager who passes them all to the  
Jurors Coordinator. The Jurors Coordinator will 
then decide whether the entry should be accepted, 
refused or whether more information should be 
requested. 

All accepted entries are accessible only to jury 
members from the day the judging process starts.

The jury members score the entries from 1 to 
10, adding any comments, according to the four 
criteria set out in the rules and regulations. 

These are: 	 • Quality of the entry 
	 • Complexity 
	 • Problem solving 
	 • Execution of the operation.
The quality of the entry is of great importance. 

A clear description of the job/process is vital 
for the jury to get a picture of the quality of the 
entry. On the basis of the scores submitted, a 
committee consisting of the two chairmen and the 
Juror Coordinator agrees a maximum of 4 finalists 
in each category, one of which will be the winner. 
In case two or more entries finish equal, the jury 
committee decides on the ranking.

The decisions of the jurors and the jury 
committee are final.

Follow ESTA on  LinkedIn or at : www.estaeurope.eu

TRANSPORT | SAFETY 
| INNOVATION | SPMT | 
TRAINING
John Dyne
Wim Kattouw 
Ambro Smit 
Michael Findeiß
Gerard Bastiaansen
Detlev Irtenkauf

CRANES | COMBINED 
TECHNIQUES | SAFETY | 
INNOVATION | TRAINING 
Willem Spek 
Alfred Suter 
Peter Libert
Nils Lundgren
Fabio Potestà
Cor van Unen

Overall Jurors Coordinator: Gerard Bastiaansen

Combined Techniques
•	 Hareket
•	 Mammoet Netherlands
•	 Sarens
•	 Wagenborg Nedlift

Safety
•	 Hareket
•	 Liebherr-Werk Ehingen
•	 Yilnak 

Innovation
•	 Fagioli
•	 Manitowoc Cranes
•	 Nooteboom Trailers
•	 Sarens

SPMT | SPT
•	 Allelys
•	 Fagioli
•	 Sarens
•	 Wagenborg Nedlift

Training
•	 BMS
•	 Liebherr-Werk Ehingen
•	 Spierings Mobile Cranes

www.estaeurope.eu

Follow ESTA on  LinkedIn or at : www.estaeurope.eu



HOST 
ALEX TAYLOR

PROGRAMME 
18.45 	 PRE-DINNER DRINKS

20.05 	 PRESIDENT’S WELCOME ADDRESS

20.20 	 DINNER

21.45 	 AWARDS PRESENTATIONS

22.30 	 AFTER DINNER DRINKS

MENU 
STARTER:	 Steak tartare, Dutch ox sausage, piccalilli, basil, crispy peanut

MAIN COURSE:  Poultry roulade, celeriac textures, mushrooms, potato soufflé, 
	 spiced jus

DESSERT:	 Opera coffee, Valrhona chocolate, caramel

WINES:  	 White: Sélection de vins de la maison 
	  Red: Sélection de vins de la maison

*PLEASE NOTE: Some of the dishes may contain nuts or nut traces; please ask your server for more 
details. Vegetarian and other dietary options are available. Please ask your server.

Alex Taylor defines himself as a “European journalist”. Born in 
Britain, he has lived for  30 years in France and Germany, producing 
and presenting TV and radio programmes. He moderates in English, 
French or German and can also speak Italian, Spanish and Dutch.
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CONGRATULATIONS 

TO THE 2026 

SHORTLISTED FINALISTS
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TAKE A LOOK AT ALL THE PHOTOS AND VIDEOS OF THESE FINALISTS HERE
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1
AWARD 

1SHORTLIST
(IN ORDER OF AWARD PRESENTATION)

Combined Techniques

Hareket 
A complex dismantling operation at Istanbul’s Sazlıdere 
Bridge involved lowering two 160-ton steel truss 
systems from 56-meter-high pylons using combined 
lifting techniques by the Hareket team. Key challenges 
included strict restrictions on drilling into the completed 
structure, limited working space, and the requirement 
for controlled 45° suspended rotation during the 
lowering process.

Mammoet 
Europe’s first large-scale green hydrogen facility, Shell’s 
Holland Hydrogen 1, required extensive planning and 
heavy logistics support. Mammoet contributed from the 
FEED phase, advising on buildability and developing 
lifting and transport strategies. The project involved 
complex road movements and major heavy lifts to 
safely assemble key components of this landmark 
renewable energy installation in Rotterdam.

SHORTLIST

Sarens 
Sarens executed a complex dual-phase ship 
loader replacement at LKAB’s iron ore port in 
Narvik, Norway. The project included removing 
and relocating a fragile 2,900-tonne ship loader 
and transporting and installing a new 2,200-tonne 
unit from Poland. Operations combined heavy 
lifting, jacking, SPMTs and marine transport while 
maintaining safe, uninterrupted terminal operations.

Wagenborg Nedlift
Wagenborg successfully installed a 130-metre-long, 
1,600-tonne steel arch bridge across the busy Weser 
River in Stolzenau, Germany. This was achieved using 
a combination of self-propelled modular transporters 
(SPMTs), pontoons, jacking and sliding systems, 
and supporting equipment. The entire operation was 
completed within a tight timeframe, thus minimising  
the period of closure for commercial shipping.
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Transport trailer and
load total mass ≤ 120 t

Friderici Spécial
In April 2025, Friderici Spécial transported two 
28.6-meter water recovery tanks from Neuried in 
southern Germany to Stäfa in Switzerland.  
The route via France was chosen due to customs 
procedures. The major challenges included complex 
route constraints and extremely tight final access.  
To navigate the final critical curves, engineers 
developed a special convoy with an extended rear 
overhang.

Collett & Sons
Collett & Sons transported 441 wind turbine 
components, including blades, nacelles, towers 
and hubs, for 49 turbines at North Kyle Wind Farm 
in East Ayrshire, Scotland. The operation overcame 
complex public-road routes, winter weather and site 
access constraints through detailed planning, phased 
scheduling and stakeholder coordination, delivering all 
components safely and on programme.

SHORTLIST

Yilnak
Yilnak transported 10 sets of E-138 wind turbine 
components for the Adıyaman Wind Farm over  
a 1,350 km route from western Turkey to Adıyaman 
in Eastern Turkey. Major challenges included 
extreme terrain, including a 40 km “no road” section. 
Engineering surveys of 3,000 structures enabled  
220+ safe transport movements.

OL-TRANS
In cooperation with Liburnia Poland, OL-TRANS 
completed the transport of 15 wind turbine blades,  
each measuring 77 metres in length, in five convoys 
from the Port of Gdańsk to Ukraine. This 1,150 km 
operation required meticulous planning and precise 
execution, as well as coordination in conditions of 
elevated risk due to the ongoing conflict in Ukraine.
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Autovictor
In Bagnolo di Po, Rovigo, Italy, Autovictor installed the 
new Calà del Moro bridge by lifting two 59-metre, 
115-tonne prefabricated steel girders into place. 
The major challenges involved in this project included 
tandem lifting across a waterway, restricted working 
space and the precise coordination of cranes and 
SPMTs to ensure the safe positioning of the bridge 
sections.

Telescopic cranes 
lifting capacity > 120 t 

Aertssen Lifting
At the BASF site in Antwerp, Belgium, the Aertssen 
team replaced a 29-tonne motor in a highly congested 
refinery environment. Major challenges included 
restricted access, surrounding pipe racks and 
equipment, and maintaining ongoing plant operations. 
Detailed engineering, careful lift planning and 
specialized lifting equipment ensured the safe  
and precise motor replacement.

SHORTLIST

Mammoet
At Damen Shipyards in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 
Mammoet replaced a 104-metre, 224-tonne boom 
section on the jack-up vessel Blue Tern. Mammoet 
engineers opted for a solution involving mobile cranes 
rather than a crawler crane to reduce costs.  
Key challenges included precise vessel alignment with 
a 30-metre container support tower, tight scheduling 
and the complex coordination of four large Liebherr 
mobile cranes.

BMS
BMS installed arch bridge sections over the Nordjyske 
motorway at Kridtsvinget in Aalborg, Denmark, during 
two full-weekend closures. Key challenges included 
limited working space and tight time windows.  
A 3D simulation was used to prepare for the complex 
tandem lift, which enabled two cranes to safely install 
two 92-tonne arch sections and six deck elements.
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Liebherr-Werk Ehingen
Liebherr has designed the Y-type guying telescopic 
boom suspension of the LTM 1400-6.1 mobile crane  
to significantly increase safety during assembly.  
The reduction in the number of assembly steps results 
in less working at height. Simplified assembly also 
ensures the safety of operating personnel.

Hareket
Hareket’s H_CORE Safety Performance Ecosystem 
brings together asset management, safety culture 
and workforce competence in a data-driven system 
designed for high-risk industries. Supported by the 
Q.U.R.U digital platform, it uses scoring models to 
monitor equipment reliability, employee behaviour 
and training, enabling real-time safety management 
and continuous improvement towards the goal of zero 
workplace accidents.

Safety

SHORTLIST

Yilnak
YILNAK’s Road Safety Vehicle initiative introduces a 
proactive safety control model for heavy transport. 
Through unannounced roadside inspections during 
active operations, the system verifies driver fitness, 
vehicle condition, documentation and load securing. 
Backed by real-time monitoring and standardised 
protocols, the system ensures ongoing safety 
verification and minimises high-impact risks  
before accidents occur.

ESTA
AWARDS
OF EXCELLENCE
AWARDS
OF EXCELLENCE

ESTA
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Innovation 

Fagioli 
Fagioli designed the FGL1600 lifting system for the 
Genoa Outer Dam project in Vado Ligure, Italy. Five fixed 
steel portals with strand jacks lift a dedicated frame to 
support caisson construction operations. The system 
can handle loads of up to 1,000 tonnes and produced 
35 caissons over three years for critical marine 
infrastructure development works.

Manitowoc Cranes 
The Grove GMK5150L-1e and GMK5150XLe are plug-
in hybrid five-axle all-terrain cranes combining diesel 
power with electrified superstructures. High-capacity 
batteries support AC charging, DC fast charging and 
“charge while driving.” The cranes deliver up to eight 
hours of zero-emission, low-noise lifting on battery or 
continuous grid-connected operation.

SHORTLIST

Nooteboom Trailers 
The Nooteboom Super Wing Carrier XL (SWC-XL) 
is a quadruple-extendable semi-trailer designed for 
transporting rotor blades measuring over 85 meters 
in length. With an extended loading length of over 75 
meters, it offers a high payload capacity, exceptional 
maneuverability, a low transport height thanks to the 

Sarens 
Sarens’ SGC-170 is the world’s largest fully electric ring 
crane. It can lift up to 3,200 tonnes, with hook heights 
exceeding 200 meters. Its zero-emission drivetrain, 
energy recovery system, modular design and rapid 
relocation capability reduce energy use, downtime and 
lifecycle impact, setting a new standard for ultra-heavy 
lifting in modern mega-projects.

patented Wing Shaped Beam, faster loading times 
and improved blade safety.
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Transport trailer and 
load total mass >120 t

Collett & Sons 
Over a period of six months, Collett & Sons transported 
nine 312-tonne HVDC transformers from Stafford 
to Ellesmere Port in the UK, managing complex 
abnormal load operations under strict police and permit 
constraints. Safe and efficient delivery of this major 
infrastructure project was enabled by detailed route 
surveys, stakeholder coordination, and a new 350Te 
girder frame trailer with modular axles.

DB-PRO 
DB-PRO carried out one of Poland’s heaviest long-
distance transport projects, moving turbine and 
generator components with a weight of 300 tonnes 
each, 235 km from Opole to the Adamów power plant 
in Turek. The project involved the unique deployment 
of a 21-metre temporary flyover bridge six times 
per transport to bypass weak bridges, supported by 
extensive route engineering, night operations and 
specialised modular transport equipment.

SHORTLIST

MTD 
The MTD Skuratowicz team transported more than 
30 heavy and oversized components for the Rybnik 
CCGT power plant, including a 388-ton gas turbine. 
The project required nine months of preparation for a 
50-km route, involving bridge strengthening, temporary 
flyover systems, road and port upgrades, and precise 
axle load management under challenging terrain and 
weather conditions.

Wagenborg Nedlift 
Wagenborg successfully transported six transformers, 
each weighing approximately 312 tonnes, to the new 
TenneT substation in Ter Apelkanaal, the Netherlands, 
through a combination of intensive engineering and 
preparation, while paying careful attention to people 
and the local environment. The result was an excellent 
execution to the satisfaction of all involved.
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Telescopic cranes 
lifting capacity ≤ 120 t

BKV  
In a production plant in Ter Apelkanaal, the Netherlands, 
the BKV team safely removed installation parts without 
interrupting the production process. Key challenges 
included limited space, safety, and maintaining a 
continuous production process. BKV developed an 
inventive constructive solution involving Azobé mats, 
slide tracks, roller systems and two Hoeflon C30 spider 
cranes.

Friderici Spécial
At the Z’Mutt dam above Zermatt, Switzerland, Friderici 
supported debris removal after severe storms filled the 
reservoir with rocks and wood. Two cranes operated 
on the dam crest over 90 m above the water with
minimal outrigger space. Major challenges included 
alpine weather down to –20 °C, 24/7 operations, 
and maintaining strict safety conditions.

SHORTLIST

Mammoet  
Upgrading large equipment in a refinery in Antwerp, 
Belgium required removing and installing modules in 
a heavily congested process area obstructed by newer 
structures. Mammoet addressed the challenge using 
Move3D modelling to create a virtual replica of the site, 
enabling precise lift planning, safe access and efficient 
execution within tight spatial constraints.

SENN AG  
Overhauling the hydroelectric power plant in Luterbach, 
Switzerland presented SENN AG with challenging 
logistical and technical tasks. A 20-tonne generator 
with a diameter of 3.5 meters and a 3.4-metre turbine 
wheel had to be removed, transported, and reinstalled. 
The difficult access routes and confined roof opening 
required millimeter-precise crane handling, special steel 
frames and bespoke heavy transport solutions.
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Autovictor 
Autovictor installed a 60-metre, 110-tonne steel bridge 
deck of Ponte della Gnocca in Borghetto di Borbera, 
Italy, using a Tadano CC 38.650-1 crawler crane. 
The major challenges involved in this project included 
the narrow gorge terrain, the limited access roads, the 
soft and uneven ground, the complex crane assembly 
and the need to maintain traffic flow during the 
operation.

Aertssen Lifting 
In Ritthem, the Netherlands, Aertssen Lifting assembled 
the Ostwind offshore wind Jacket structure. Major 
challenges included synchronizing multiple heavy 
cranes and managing structural stiffness during lifts. 
Two Terex SL3800 cranes and one Liebherr LR11350 
crane precisely installed a 1,070-tonne substructure 
and an 842-tonne cable deck under strict safety and 
operational constraints.

Cranes, lattice boom

SHORTLIST

Fratelli Paradiso 
In Bari, Italy, on the Bari–Matera railway line, Fratelli 
Paradiso replaced a historic steel railway bridge dating 
back to 1915. The major challenges involved operating 
above active railway lines, the limited space near 
Bari Scalo station and the long-radius lifts. 
A Liebherr LR 11000 crawler crane was used 
for safe, high-capacity lifting and precise installation.

Mammoet
As part of maintenance activities at ExxonMobil’s Fawley 
Refinery in the UK, Mammoet supported the exchange 
of a reactor head in the Fluid Catalytic Cracker (FCC) 
unit. The company’s FOCUS30 crane replaced the old 
356-tonne reactor head with ease, while occupying 
a space only slightly larger than a five-a-side football 
pitch.
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SPMT | SPT

Allelys 
Allelys dismantled the Crawshaw Woods Bridge 
near Leeds in the UK, the world’s oldest in-situ cast 
iron railway bridge. The entire historic structure was 
carefully dismantled to preserve its heritage while 
enabling rail upgrades. A set of SPMTs equipped with 
ingenious support constructions was deployed directly 
onto the track via an engineered roadway. This avoided 
suspended loads and reduced wind sensitivity, thereby 
improving safety and control.

Fagioli 
In October 2025, Fagioli transported two massive ship 
blocks for the SAMA vessel -  a fore block weighing 
4,662 tonnes and an aft block weighing 5,825 tonnes, 
from Porto Nogaro, Italy, to Rijeka, Croatia. 
Using SPMTs and the barge Arcalupa, the blocks were 
loaded, shipped, offloaded, and precisely aligned, 
enabling safe, on-schedule final assembly through 
coordinated marine transport and planning.

SHORTLIST

Sarens 
Sarens transported and installed the new 
Krommewalbrug, replacing an ageing bridge 
in the historic city centre of Ghent, Belgium. 
Two oversized steel sections (48 t and 40 t) were 
moved through dense urban infrastructure using 
SPMTs. Careful planning and coordination with 
authorities ensured safety, minimal disruption, 
and smooth execution in a highly constrained 
urban environment.

Wagenborg Nedlift
For a new lock complex in Brunsbüttel, Germany, 
Wagenborg transported three new lock gates, each 
weighing 2,500 tonnes and measuring 48 meters in 
length, 9.5 meters in width, and 24 meters in height. 
This involved SPMT transport with 136 axle lines out 
of the fabrication hall, followed by a challenging ro-ro 
operation onto a barge.
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Spierings Mobile Cranes 
Spierings’ High Voltage Training equips technicians to 
safely operate and maintain eLift cranes with high-
voltage systems. Combining regulations (NEN 9140), 
risk control and hands-on practice, it reinforces safe 
isolation procedures, reduces human error and ensures 
full compliance. Over 55 people were trained and 
certified in 2025, supporting long-term safety culture.

Follow ESTA on  LinkedIn or at : www.estaeurope.eu
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Training

BMS
BMS has developed a structured crane supervisor 
training programme that combines practical instruc-
tion with international best practice. The course is 
independently certified by a third party as an 
Appointed Person programme that meets ISO 
standards, which the company says is unique. 
To date, more than 20 BMS professionals have 
completed the certification, thereby strengthening 
safety, expertise and compliance across operations.

Liebherr-Werk Ehingen
Liebherr’s “Game of Cranes” is an innovative, 
international competition that motivates mobile 
crane operators worldwide to develop their skills 
and compete with the best in the industry. 
The project combines practical and theoretical 
challenges, fosters talent development, and places 
a strong focus on safety and professionalism.

SHORTLISTSHORTLIST



ESTA MEMBERSHIP
ESTA’s members are committed and active, and the association has experienced rapid growth in membership in 
recent years. Now is the perfect time for your company to join our European lifting and transport community!

The membership structure is as follows:  

1. ESTA Ordinary Membership
Open to national associations in the field of abnormal road transport and/or mobile crane rental, as well as 
European organisations dealing with the same activities.

2. ESTA Special Membership
Open to individual companies in the field of abnormal road transport and/or mobile crane rental who may 
represent their country if there is no national organisation in membership, either because a suitable body does 
not exist or because it has decided not to join.

3. ESTA Affiliated Membership
Open to companies involved in abnormal transport or heavy lifting, as well as service companies and official 
organisations active in this sector, pending approval by the ESTA Board.

4. ESTA Supporter
Open to all operating companies in the field of crane rental and abnormal transport that meet the following 
criteria:
	 •	The company is a member of their own national association for abnormal transport or crane rental 
		  companies, and this association is a member of ESTA.
	 • 	The company endorses ESTA’s goals as an association.

5. ESTA Individual Supporter
Open to all individuals with an interest in crane rental and abnormal transport who meet the following 
preconditions:
	 • The applicant is at least 18 years old, legally competent and endorses ESTA’s goals as an association.

JOIN ESTA! 
As an ESTA Member, you benefit from:
	 •	 Direct access to European organisations, companies and knowledge networks
	 •	 Insight into current and developing legislation and regulations at a European level
	 •  Participation in the ESTA sections for cranes and transport and the prestigious ESTA Awards of Excellence

SHORTLISTED 
FINALISTS 2026

Become an ESTA Supporter!
Is your company a member of a national crane hire or transport association? If so, become an 
ESTA Supporter. For an annual contribution of just € 882,- you will support ESTA’s European 
advocacy work and gain direct access to its knowledge and network. As an ESTA Supporter, 
you will also receive a free ticket to the prestigious annual ESTA Awards of Excellence event. 
Sign up now!
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